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MEDIA RELEASE

Embargoed for release - Tuesday April 20 11am GMT 

World's prime ministers listen as millions of children unite in call for education for all

World’s biggest lobby: April 20

In the biggest children's lobby the world has ever seen, over 100 countries will today ring with the sound of millions of children meeting their country's top leaders and simultaneously giving a very simple message - help get the 100 million kids missing an education into school.

And the world's top leaders, from the Netherlands to Niger, are clearly listening ​​​​- Canadian Prime Minister Paul Martin will today visit a school and meet students to discuss his country's role in providing education funding. At the same time, children in Bangladesh will meet Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia and Senegal's President Wade will take part in a children's lobby event. 

In the US, Senator Hillary Clinton will host a reception at Capitol Hill attended by children and US politicians and children will also meet senators about how they can help provide education for all. Children in Niger will hold an education debate in parliament, while 1000 kids in the Democratic Republic of Congo will lobby politicians in their parliament. 

In the UK, hundreds of children will gather at Westminster to lobby senior politicians and then present messages on education to Prime Minister Tony Blair. Later in the week, half of all members of parliament in the entire nation will go back to schools and visit hundreds of thousands of children to discuss the crisis. 

The events form part of the Global Campaign for Education's (GCE) annual Week of Action from 19-25 April, and take place exactly four years after 182 countries met in Dakar, Senegal in April 2000 and committed to provide education for all by 2015. 

According to UN estimates, $5.6 billion in additional donor funding a year would enable all children to go to school – the equivalent of just three days global military spending. 

“More than 100 million children are being denied a basic human right—the right to an education, as enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. Most of those missing out are girls,” said United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan.

“I fully support the Global Campaign for Education's Week of Action and call upon world leaders to support education for all the world's children.”

IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES: GCE Chairperson, Kailash Satyarthi: “Governments are in complete agreement that universal primary education is an urgent priority and a key to ending world poverty, yet the crisis persists. Now children of the world have united, and leaders must listen to their demands for education for all.”

For more information please contact Jo Walker, Education Campaign Officer, Global March Against Child Labour, 9198 11 798676 / education@globalmarch.org or visit www.campaignforeducation.org
ENDS

NOTES TO THE EDITOR:

WHAT IS THE GLOBAL CAMPAIGN FOR EDUCATION?
· The GCE is a broad coalition of development and education research agencies and unions active in over 100 countries. The GCE’s aim is for every child in the world to get a quality education. Members include Oxfam, Action Aid, Education International, Save the Children, PLAN, World Vision (countries can add members here), For more information see: www.campaignforeducation.org
· The GCE calls for action from all governments. Developing countries governments must prioritize education spending through increased funding and concrete plans involving teacher training, building schools, providing text books and materials. Donor governments must also provide high-level political leadership and the urgently needed funding to make these plans a reality. 
· In April 2003, two million people took part in the World’s Biggest Ever Lesson organised by the GCE. Not only did they set a new world record for the largest lesson in a single undertaking, but they also made a strong demand that girls must get the same chances to learn as boys.
EVENTS DURING THE WEEK OF ACTION:

· During the Week of Action, Monday 19th- Saturday 25th of April, various events will be held including visits by children to their national parliaments on April 20th, and “Politicians going back to school” on Friday 24th, when Members of Parliament will visit classrooms and discuss with children about how to make education for all a reality. 

Denmark- 50,000 Danish children will send messages to their government through 150 pupils who will meet with politicians from all parties in parliament.
Bangladesh - 19th of April: Three thousand children and adults will participate in the forming of a colourful, festive Human Chain around the national Press club. The chain will include festoons, placards and other decorations. A number of national celebrities including actors & actresses, and national folk- singers will take part.

20th of April: A group of 30 Children will also meet the Prime Minister and education minister, principal secretaries and hand over personal letters along with a memorandum to the PM.

A Question answer session will be organised between the parliamentarians and children, who will represent a diverse combination of working children, disabled children, ethnic children, children through the Bangladesh Child rights Forum, children from non-formal schools.

Peru- Around 250 girls and boys from all over the country will be participating on the 20th of April in the National Congress. The central government will be presented with Missing Out Maps made by Peruvian school children.  

Senegal – At least one thousand children will be participating in an event with President of the Republic, President of the National Assembly and many elected local officials will participate.

Indonesia- A competition will be held called "Send A Message to the President" and the winning letters will be read to the President herself and all letters will be submitted to the government.  

Netherlands - GCE members (Plan Nederland, the General Teachers Union AOB and Novib Oxfam Netherlands) have organised a special lobby-event on 20th of April in the Peace Palace in The Hague involving the Dutch candidate members for the European Parliament and 70 school children. During this event, the school children will question the coming members of the EU-parliament about their active role in realising the goal for 2015 (education for all). 

Spain- Fourteen lobby events will take place in different regional parliaments and city councils including Valladolid, Valencia, Sevilla, Málaga and Madrid. A cyberaction will also be launched supporting the Global Campaign for Education demands. After the Action Week, on April 29th, an event will be held to present the book Education Denied, by Katarina Tomasevski. 

IMF and WORLD BANK SPRING MEETINGS, Washington DC, April 24 and 25:

· The World Bank and IMF spring meetings will be held in Washington DC and the GCE is calling for donor governments to take seriously the multi-million dollar shortfall in education spending, starting with fully funding the Fast Track Initiative.
SO WHAT IS THE FAST TRACK INITIATIVE?
· Two years ago, in April 2002, donors at the World Bank and IMF Spring meetings took a major step towards achieving universal education with the launch of the groundbreaking plan called the Fast Track Initiative. The Fast Track Initiative was a new compact between several donor and developing countries: if developing countries developed sound, credible plans to expand education access and quality, donors would not let them fail for lack of funding. 
· The 18 initial countries included: Yemen, Gambia, Mauritania, Niger, Burkina Faso, Guyana, Nicaragua, Mozambique, Ghana, Vietnam, Honduras, Guinea
· To date the first twelve Fast Track countries to meet the criteria for funding have received commitments totaling only US$443 million over five years. This works out to about $3.50 a year for every school-age child. It may be enough to provide them each with a lunch box, but hardly enough to guarantee a classroom and a teacher.

WHAT HAVE DONORS PROMISED 

· In April 2000, 182 governments signed the “Education for All” commitment in Dakar Senegal to achieve six education goals, including the achievement of universal primary education by 2015 and equal enrollment for girls and boys in primary and secondary education by 2005.

· This was followed in September 2000, when the UN Millennium Summit identified the achievement of universal primary education by 2015 and gender equality in education as two of its eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 

· Four years on the crisis remains and at the current rate of progress both these targets will be missed and it will be 150 years before all the world's children have the opportunity to go to school.
· The first target of gender parity by 2005- an equal number of girls in school as boys, will be missed by at least 76 countries, according to a 2003 report by UNESCO
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