GCE Global Action Week

April 24-30 2005

Planning Pack
“Educate to End Poverty”

1. Global Action Week 2005: What We’re Doing and Why
During the 2005 Action Week, we will demand that politicians keep their promises to achieve gender equity in education by 2005 and universal primary education by 2015. These are not only Education For All goals, they are also among the eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) for ending world poverty.  

We need universal basic education now to end poverty and empower women. Quality education, especially for girls and women, is crucial to improving health and increasing incomes. But the 2005 target for achieving gender parity in education will be missed, and the 2015 goal for universal completion of primary school is at serious risk of being missed. In human terms, this means millions will remain trapped in poverty, and even die unnecessarily because their right to education has been denied. The previous Action Weeks have shown that if we unite and speak with one voice, we can make a powerful impact and force our leaders to take action before it is too late.
Policy Change Objectives

The MDGs will be under the spotlight in 2005, with both the Group of Eight rich countries’ summit and the UN General Assembly high-level summit planning to focus on how to accelerate progress on the MDGs. See Box 3 below for a full list of the MDGs.

At an international level we will demand that rich countries and international institutions increase aid and debt relief for basic education, and we will seek a fresh UN commitment for achieving gender parity and universal primary completion.

At a national level, civil society will press for the specific changes that are most urgently needed to progress on the education MDGs in their country. 

Global Actions: “Send my Friend to School”

To build pressure on politicians to provide more money and political leadership to achieve the education MDGs the GCE is organising the “Send my Friend to School” global action. Children and adult learners around the world will be making life-size cut-outs from card and paper (detailed guidelines on making the cut-out are given below). These cut-out “friends” symbolize the 105 million out-of-school children and 860 million illiterate adults - the majority of whom are girls and women. 

The aim is to confront politicians and leaders with as many of these "Friends" as possible and ask them to sign a personal pledge to take a specific action(s) during 2005 to work towards the achievement of the education MDGs. Globally we will be counting the number of politicians (and celebrities) who sign a pledge and the total number of “Friends” made.

There are three global actions that count toward the Send my Friend to School action.

1. Politicians Back to School Day - Get as many politicians as possible to visit a school, non-formal education centre, or adult literacy centre on a nationally agreed day during the Action Week and get each visiting MP to sign a pledge and accept the “Friend” as a token of their commitment to the pledge.  If you cannot get your local politician to visit your school or centre, why not get a local leader or a celebrity to visit.  Anyone who is in a decision-making role or can help to highlight your message can be invited “back to school” – remember, we will be counting the number of pledges signed by MPs, ministers and influentials. 
2. National Pledge Event - Thousands of "Friends” from across the country should be gathered for a national event, similar to the national lobby events that took place during the 2004 Action Week.  Children and adult learners should bring along their "Friends", and speak out on behalf of their “Friends” to politicians, media representatives or celebrities. This event could take a number of forms, for example: a march on Parliament; a rally; a Special Session of Parliament. The national event should culminate in asking your Head of State to commit to the global and national pledge to take a concrete action during 2005 toward reaching the education MDGs. 
3. Send my Friend to the President - Get as many people as possible to make cut-outs and send them to the national contact person to be included in national or state level events. Write a letter to the President which begins with the words, “Dear Mr/Madame President, I’m sending my friend to you, so that you can send my friend to school or … so that my friend can learn to read.” These cut-outs could include pledges signed by the makers of the cut-out and/or the members of their local community, as evidence of the depth and breadth of popular support for the education goals. 
When to make the cut-outs

If you are sending cut-outs to a central location as part of a national or state/provincial Pledge Event, the cut-out making activity may have to take place before the Action Week in order to allow enough time for the Friends to be collected and transported to the event location. Contact your national or state organising committee for more information. 

How to make the cut-outs

Using paper, card, cloth, newspaper, old packaging or whatever materials you can find locally, draw around a child (or adult) or draw the shape of a human figure and cut it out.  For maximum impact try not to make the cut-out too small – don’t forget it is supposed to symbolise a real child or adult! Who you want your cut-out to represent is entirely up to you, it could be a person you know that needs an education – you / your mother / sister / neighbour – or a made-up person based on several different real life experiences (see the FAQs below for the pros and cons of “real” vs. “fictional” cut-outs). We are encouraging as many cut-outs as possible to be girls or women, in view of the urgent need to reach the goal for gender parity in education.  

Filling in the front of your cut-out

Just how elaborately you decorate the front of your cut-out depends completely upon your own imagination. You could use the cut-outs to showcase local costumes & traditions, activities that you enjoy, benefits of adult literacy, etc. See Box 1 below for more ideas. 

Each cut-out should include the core Action Week message, “Educate [Name of ‘friend’] to End Poverty” or a variation on the core message such as:

· “Educate [Name] to Fight AIDS”  

· “Educate [Name] to Stop Child Labour” 

· “Educate [Name] to End Child Deaths” 

· “Educate [Name] to Empower Women” etc. 

It will be down to each individual or group making a cut-out to decide the issues to highlight. If you are making a cut-out as a group or class, you may want to use this as an opportunity to have a debate or discussion about the message on the front. 

The Action Week Educators’ Pack will provide all the necessary facts and figures to support all of the above claims, including a number of case studies, other learning materials and more detailed guidelines for making your cut-out. Copies can be ordered on the enclosed materials order form.

Filling in the back of your cut-out

On the back of the cut-out please write the “Friend of Education” pledge for politicians to sign. To count towards the Global Pledge, the following words must be included:

Adding a National Pledge

Organisations collaborating on the national Action Week plans may want to agree on some additional text to be added to all pledges in your country, which focus on specific issues of national importance. If there is a National Pledge, please try to support it so that you are part of a unified civil society voice calling for change in your country. If there is no National Pledge you can develop a local one or ask politicians to write down their own personal commitments. 

If the cut-out is going to be given to a politician during a Back to School event or a national or state lobby event, leave some extra space on the back of the cut-out to record any specific promises that the politician makes during this event. You can write these and ask him/her to initial, or ask him/her to write them personally.

Please write the name(s) and address of those who made the Friend in a small, but clearly legible space somewhere on the back. That way, you can ask MPs/politicians to write back to you within six months to tell you what they have done to keep their pledge commitments. 

2.
Frequently Asked Questions
A. Understanding the Big Picture: The MDGs, the UN and you

Why are we focusing on the MDGs when they are narrower than the EFA goals?

First, we want to take advantage of the high-level political and media attention that will be focused on the MDGs during 2005. Heads of State of nearly every country will be attending a UN summit in September to review progress on the MDGs, and agree new steps to ensure they are achieved. 

Second, while the MDG targets that specifically deal with education are not as far-reaching as the EFA goals, the MDGs do address a wider cross-section of issues such as child and maternal health, HIV/AIDS, hunger, environmental sustainability, and women’s empowerment. (See Box 3 below.) Education is crucial to all of these, so by focusing on the MDGs we can highlight all of the linkages between education and development. 

What if the global MDGs aren’t relevant in my country? 

The UN says that the global MDGs should be “owned” and adapted by every country. If your country has already achieved one or both of the MDGs, you can push your government to commit to more ambitious targets or timelines. Take the example of gender parity in primary enrolments. If it has already been achieved or nearly achieved,

·  you could push for a “next step” goal such as equal learning achievements, a non-sexist curriculum or equal secondary enrolment rates. 

· you could propose complementary targets in another area where there are big gender issues, such as women’s literacy or the inclusion of relevant AIDS and reproductive health information in the curriculum. 

Similarly, if your country has already achieved universal primary completion or is close to achieving it, you could press for targets to improve quality and learning outcomes at primary level, and/or push government to set a timeline for achieving universal secondary education.

What is the role of the UN and Ministries of Education in the Action Week? 

The Global Action Week on Education for All is not a UN event. It is an annual mobilization of civil society organisations that is organised by the Global Campaign for Education. It enjoys the support and political endorsement of UNESCO, UNICEF, ILO and numerous Ministries of Education. UNESCO in particular helps to promote the week’s events under the banner of “EFA Week”, and encourages Ministries to get involved. However, civil society is the main driving force behind the Action Week, and UN agencies and government should facilitate and support civil society leadership in planning the week’s events and messages.

How does the Action Week relate to other campaign actions in 2005?

The Action Week will be part of an even bigger global mobilisation in the year 2005 to call for more aid, debt cancellation and fair trade, in order to achieve a breakthrough in the fight against poverty. The GCE is part of the alliance of NGOs, trade unions, churches and faith-based organisations who are backing this effort internationally. The symbol of this campaign is a white armband. A variety of groups advocating on issues such as trade, HIV/AIDS, water etc. will be using the armbands in their activities and we encourage you to do the same. There will also be one or more global “White Armband Days” when all of the various sectoral groups come together to wear the armbands at the same time. In many countries, committees are starting to form to plan the national mobilisation. GCE members and others who have registered for past Action Weeks will receive a mailing about this in the coming months. 

B. 
How to Get the Most Impact from the Action Week

To be part of the Global Action Week do we have to do one of the suggested “Send my Friend to School” global activities? 

You don’t have to, but for greater impact, we encourage everyone to get involved in at least one of the global Send my Friend to School activities. The success of the Global Action Week 2003 and 2004 has shown that children and community members find it exciting and inspiring to join with millions of people doing the same action at the same time, and politicians and media also pay more attention when one global event takes place.  

Do we have to set national policy demands?

No – but because the Action Week puts you in direct contact with so many MPs and VIPs and generates so much media coverage, it makes sense to use these opportunities to press for specific policy changes at the national level. All civil society stakeholders involved in the Action Week need to discuss and agree on the common demands that everyone will promote during the Action Week. 

How do we decide the national policy demands?

NGOs, teachers’ unions and others taking part in organising the Action Week should come together to identify 1, 2 or 3 practical changes that would make the biggest impact on achieving the education MDGs in your country. You might want to package and present these measures as an “emergency plan” or “3 point plan” to get your country on track for the education goals. 

General messages like “improve quality” or “increase education spending” are okay but even better are specific demands like “Increase the education budget to 6% of GDP and use the extra funds to hire more teachers”. Other possible examples could include: 

· a new law making primary education free and compulsory

· a nationwide adult literacy programme

· mechanisms to protect girls from harassment and abuse

· better coordination or more aid from the government’s international donor partners 

Those in rich countries will probably want to focus on their country’s role in increasing aid and debt relief, and ensuring that funds reach the developing countries most in need by supporting the Education for All Fast Track Initiative. 

Try to map out one or two immediate next steps towards achieving your demands, so that when you meet MPs and Ministers you can ask them to take specific actions within a month or two after the Action Week. 

The discussion on national policy demands should start at the first national planning meeting, and if necessary it can continue until February or whenever you need to start finalising texts such as the national part of the Friend of Education pledge, leaflets, press releases etc. 

How can we ensure meaningful follow-up?

Whatever the VIPs promise to do to help their “Friend” get an education, they should agree to write to the children or adult learners who made the cut-out before the end of the school year (a precise deadline can be set in each country), reporting back on how they have kept their promises. To this end, we ask everyone to include a name and address on the back of every cut-out.

We will be presenting “Friend of Education” honorary awards to all politicians who signed a national pledge to take a specific action in 2005.  This will serve to both congratulate politicians on their involvement and remind them of their commitment. To ensure that politicians who sign pledges in your country receive an award, please make sure that you fill in and send back your validation form (enclosed in this pack).

C.
How to Plan for “Send my Friend to School”

Why call it ‘Send my friend to school’ when the focus is also on youth and adults? 

“Sending someone to school” is an everyday phrase that communicates the idea of “making sure that someone for whom you are responsible gets an education”. It is a simple way to get across the idea that governments have an obligation to educate their citizens. We are using “school” as an easily understood way to symbolize all types of public education. 
What if schools/literacy classes don't have the resources to make the cut-outs? 

The cut-outs can be made from anything available locally - cloth, newspaper / packaging etc. If the group or class make a cut-out between them then it should be possible to find enough material to make one cut-out.  

Should the cut-outs represent real individuals?

As symbols, the cut-outs will be most powerful if each one is linked to the name and the story of a real person. However, you have to make it clear to politicians that they are being asked to take actions that will help all of those without education, and not to help one particular individual as a matter of charity. 

· In other words, you are not asking politicians to sponsor the school fees of the “Friend” that they are given, but to work to abolish school fees so that all children can go to school. 

· You are not asking politicians to build a literacy centre for one particular village where their “Friend” lives, but to work towards an adult learning centre in every village. 

If you feel there is too much risk that politicians will respond to individual needs instead of acting on the wider issues, it may be better to make fictional Friends, who represent a combination of many real people that participants know, instead of one particular named individual. 

Can people make cut-outs of themselves rather than someone else?

Yes. If the participants are out-of-school children, illiterate adults or others whose right to a full and good quality basic education has been denied, they don’t need to look around for other people to depict in their cut-outs. They can make cut-outs that represent themselves. (Please see the question above for a discussion of the pros and cons of having the Friends represent specific, real individuals).

How will the cut-outs be used for classroom learning? 

There are a rich variety of learning activities that can be planned around the making and decoration of cut-outs, for children as young as age 6 and youth and adults as old as 60. These will be detailed in the Educators’ Pack. Those with web access will also be able to log onto the GCE website www.campaignforeducation.org/actionweek/learning for interactive learning tools centred on the “Send My Friend” action, from mid-November onwards.

How can we link into the international and regional Send my Friend events? 

We will be asking all national committees to send one or two "Friends" to GCE events at the G8 Summit and/or the UN Heads of State Meeting, both of which will focus on the MDGs.  For more information on how you can send a Friend as your country's ambassador - or ensure that your President or Prime Minister meets up with their “friend” to keep their pledge at the event, please contact: actionweek@campaignforeducation.org
D. How to Plan the Politicians Back to School Event

How can we make the Back to School event work? 

Contact as many local organisations and schools and ask them to write and invite a politician to their school, informal education centre or adult literacy programme. If you write to all of the MPs in your country you should be able to get 50% or more to take part – last year, NGOs in the UK got 2/3 of all MPs to visit schools on the same day.   

What if we did the back to school event last year, can we invite the same politician back? 

Yes. Try and get the same politicians back as last year. This can be an opportunity to report on what actions they have taken since 2004. And when they return to their offices, they will be asked to take a “Friend” with them as a symbol of their increased commitment.  If the politicians were presented with maps last year, the children/community leaders could re-do the maps and see if there are any changes.  

Can we get politicians to sign the pledge when they visit schools? 

Absolutely. In addition, encourage them to make a personal commitment that is specific to them. For example, as your elected representative within Government, how will they take forward the issues that they have heard from children/adult learners during the back to school event? Don't forget you can also ask celebrities to sign a pledge and get them to talk about why their Friend needs an education during their next TV show or concert, or sports stars could take their Friends onto the field with them in a special ceremony at half-time.

Whatever the VIPs promise to do to help their “Friend” get an education, they should agree to write to the children who made the cut-out before the end of the school year (a precise deadline can be set in each country), reporting back on how they have kept their promises. 


E. How to Plan the National Pledge Event 

What kind of event counts for a national "Send my Friend to School” event?

 You can do one of these events, or combine one or more together. 
1) A parliamentary debate / national lobby event. Try and get as many politicians who have been involved in the Politicians Back to School Event to take part in a parliamentary Special Session on education, or hold a national lobby in the parliament building or statehouse, where children meet with the Head of State and other ministers.

2) A march, rally, human chain, vigil, fun walk or race. All of the participants, including the VIPs, hold up their “Friends” mounted on boards or placards. Perhaps the rally or march could converge upon a symbolic building where some of the commitments made by politicians could be announced and the President or Prime Minister could be invited to make their pledge.

3) Delivering large numbers of nationally collected "Friends" to the President or Prime Minister and getting them to pledge a commitment in response.

What kind of pledge should the national event aim for? 

The national Action Week coordinating committee can add specific national content to the global pledge. The national content should relate to the national policy change demands that have been agreed (see “How to Get the Most Impact from the Action Week”, above). However, individual politicians may not have enough authority to sign up to very specific commitments involving numerical targets, deadlines, etc. So, to get a large number of signatures you might want to make the wording supportive of, but more general than, the specific demands that civil society is pressing. For example if your policy demand is the recruitment of 15,000 more teachers, in the national part of your pledge you might ask politicians to commit to “more and better trained teachers.” 
Other ideas:


· You can ask politicians to add specific personal commitments of their own, or use the cut-outs to record the promises that politicians make during the event. For example, Education Ministers could be asked to take their Friend to a regional education conference if a Send My Friend event is being organised by NGOs in the region; Heads of State could promise to take their Friends to the UN Summit or the G8 summit; a celebrity singer could bring her Friend on stage with her at her next concert, etc. 

· In many countries, civil society committees are forming to mobilise all different sectors (education, health, water, gender) for joint campaign actions on the MDGs in 2005. If you get involved in this effort, you might want to propose the idea of a generic pledge covering all of the MDGs, which could be promoted not only during the Action Week but by a wide range of CSOs at a wide range of events. 

What if we cannot get politicians to meet with children at the national level and make a pledge? 

You can still plan one of the above events - such as march to a symbolic venue or delivering the friends to the Government building.  This could be followed by a press conference where kids challenge the Government to answer their call for a pledge.

Can we hold these events at the regional or state level? 

Yes, similar events could be held throughout the country at state/provincial or local legislative buildings on the same day as the national event. 

F. 
Sending your Friends to the President

Why are we organising the Send a Friend to the President event on top of the others? 

We want everyone to take part even if the first two events are not possible.  Also we feel that the more “friends” we can send to the President or Prime Minister the more impact we can have.
Why do we need to send our friend to the national, state or regional contact point, rather than directly to the President? 

We will be able to have greater impact if all the Friends from across the country can be assembled for the national event.  If you are unsure where to send your Friend, or who your contact point is, please contact actionweek@campaignforeducation.org
3.
Next Steps
I.
Organise a national planning meeting

If you are a national coalition, network or large national organisation, please get in touch with others involved in the campaign to organise a meeting of GCE partners within your country before October 15th to discuss the above events. If you need to know who else is working in the GCE in your country see our website www.campaignforeducation.org
II.
Register with GCE by October 15, and order materials

Please return the attached Registration Form for GCE Partners by October 15th, in order to inform us of your decisions and apply for the GCE materials and a GCE funding application form. If you are a small local organisation, an individual school or simply unsure about who is coordinating Action Week events in your country, write to actionweek@campaignforeducation.org for more information on how to link to others.

III.
Identify coordinating organisation(s) and a GCE communications link

You may want to split up the coordination tasks between different groups, or you may want to have one organisation co-ordinating the whole action week. However, please designate one or two people to serve as a communications link between GCE and all of the participating organisations in your country. If you are uncertain about the work involved for the Week of Action please email the Action Week coordinator at: actionweek@campaignforeducation.org

IV. 
Apply for funding 

As with previous years there will be a limited number of small grants available to support the organisations most in need. However, in order to encourage civil society to work inclusively together, we will make only one grant per country and we will only give funds to a group of civil society organisations (this could be a formal coalition or network, or it could be a loose consortium or committee that has come together solely for purposes of Action Week planning). We will be asking people to request a funding application form once they have sent in their registration form and after their national planning meeting has taken place– please tick the box on the Registration Form if you require a copy of the funding application.  The funding applications must be returned to us by November 26th    2004.

The GCE is able to fund the following activities. 
1. Materials Production – To enable you to produce versions of the GCE Week of Action material in local language(s) and with relevant examples from your own advocacy work. 
2. Mailings – To enable you to communicate with schools/educational organisations and mobilise them to take part in the Send my Friend to School action.
3. 
General – As in previous years, we will also help to support the national programme of events that you have planned for the Action Week, especially the ‘Send my Friend to School” activities outlined above.

We also urge you to apply to other potential funders – such as the Commonwealth Education Fund; UNICEF, UNDP or UNESCO country offices; large companies that run corporate social responsibility programmes in your country; embassies of Northern donors such as the UK, Netherlands, Canada, Norway, US, etc; and international NGOs with programmes in your country.

V.
Get online to see what other local groups are doing

If you have web access you will be able to go to the GCE website to share information about your plans. This section of the GCE website will be available from November 15th 2004 at http://www.campaignforeducation.org/actionweek. The GCE urges all participants to keep us up-dated on their plans and activities – before, during and after Action Week. The more information we have on activities in each country the stronger our call for action at the international level!

VI.  Record and validate your participation in the Send my Friend global action

 The Validation Form is included in this pack. For participants to be counted as part of the Send my Friend global action and for them to receive a certificate afterwards this form must be filled in and sent back by 27th May 2005. The GCE will also be holding a Send my Friend to School 2005 competition for the largest number of “Friends” signed in any country, the largest number of “Friends” signed per 1000 population, the largest number of Friends made and also for the most creative use of “Friends”. If you want to be included in the competition you must return your form by 27th May. This form will be available online at www.campaignforeducation.org from the 15th April onwards.

Suggested Timeline/Checklist for Action Week Preparations

	Mid Sept – mid Oct
	First national planning meeting takes place:

National Action Week committee established

Coordinating organisation(s) named

GCE focal point named

Agree which of the global activities you will participate in

Plan what materials you want to produce locally (poster, leaflet etc) and who will do this

	Oct 15
	Coordinating organisations/GCE focal point should:

Register with GCE

Apply for campaign materials

Request funding application

	Nov
	Hold second national planning meeting if necessary to reach agreement on activities and approve draft local materials

	Nov 26
	Deadline to return funding application

	Dec
	GCE focal point should post information about national plans on the GCE website so that other groups can find out how to get involved

	By Dec 10
	GCE informs applicants of funding outcomes

	Dec
	Local materials should go to the printer before the December holidays

	Early-mid Jan
	National planning meeting

Set dates for national Back to School Day and national Pledge Event

Draw up a list of tasks for the remaining months and clearly allocate responsibility – a named individual for each task

Work out logistics of how Friends (cut-outs) will be collected and transported

Draw up a “hit list” of celebrities and important politicians you hope to involve, and divide up the responsibility for contacting them

Discuss national policy change objectives and national pledge

	By Jan 15
	You should receive the GCE campaign materials that you have ordered. 

	By Jan 31
	Send mass mailing to schools/education groups explaining how to get involved

Include GCE posters/leaflets along with any national campaign materials that have been produced

	By Jan 31
	As soon as dates of major national event(s) agreed, send invites to Head of State/key Ministers/celebrities

	Early-mid Feb
	A good time for state/district/local planning meetings, once logistics and coordination mechanisms have been worked out at national level

	By mid Feb
	National planning meeting

Finalise national policy change objectives and national pledge

Check progress on key invites

	By late Feb
	Schools and local groups to contact MPs, inviting them to participate in ‘Back to School’ day. A good time to try to get advance press coverage!

	Mid Mar
	National planning meeting

Draw up media strategy – which journalists will be targeted and who will contact them? What materials (press release, report/briefing paper, etc) will be needed and who will write and produce them?

Finalise details of national Pledge Event and national Back to School day

	Mid Mar
	You could use e-mail/SMS/web to remind everyone about the Action Week and build momentum

	31 Mar
	Check that all logistics are in place to get both Friends and children/adult learners to the capital for the national event

	April 19
	Send out press releases and contact journalists in person

	April 24
	Action Week kick-off!


Registration Form for National GCE Partners
Please email to actionweek@campaignforeducation.org fax +44 1865 313133 by 15 Oct 2004.

This form should only be filled in after a meeting of national GCE partners. The meeting should discuss the possibility of national events for the GCE Week of Action 2005 and the form below is meant to be a record of those discussions. The main contacts should be the person or people who will lead the communication with the GCE on the Week of Action 2005. They will receive further updates from GCE and will keep the GCE informed of the plans in their country. 

1. Major organisations planning to be involved in Week of Action 2005

	1.
	11.

	2.
	12.

	3.
	13.

	4.
	14.

	5.
	15.

	6.
	16.

	7.
	17.

	8.
	18.

	9
	19.

	10.
	20.


2. Names and email/phone numbers of main contact(s) for Week of Action 2005 
	NAME
	ORGANISATION
	E-MAIL
	PHONE/FAX

	a.


	
	
	

	b.


	
	
	

	c.


	
	
	


We will (please tick as appropriate):

	Organise a National Pledge Event during Action Week 2005 .


          
	YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO  FORMCHECKBOX 


	Arrange Back to School Visits during Action Week 2005.   

                 

	YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO  FORMCHECKBOX 


	Collect Friends from across the country, for the Send my Friend to the President activity, to be included in the national event.       

    
	YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO  FORMCHECKBOX 


	We would like to apply for a small grant.  (Please note, as funds are limited, GCE can only accept applications from developing countries.)                                                             
                             
	YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO  FORMCHECKBOX 


	Please send us a funding application form to be returned by Nov 26th 2004


	YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO  FORMCHECKBOX 




7. We would like to order the following materials:

	Item
	English

Hard copies

 (quantity)
	French

Hard copies

 (quantity)
	Spanish

Hard copies

 (quantity)

	
	
	
	

	Fact File Leaflet (Max 10,000)

Gives key facts and figures on the links between education, women’s empowerment and ending poverty. 
	
	
	

	Educators’ pack (Max 30,000)

It includes a Lesson Plan and other learning material.
	
	
	

	Poster Languages and Quantities (Max 5,000)
	
	
	

	Type of poster design. Here you can tell us who you would like your posters to show (e.g. African adult, 

South American child, etc.) Please note that you can only specify a region (Africa, South Asia, Southeast 

Asia, Europe/North America, Latin America) and not a particular country. We will do our best to accommodate your preferences. 

	Choice 1
	Adult or Child
	Region of the World



	Choice 2
	Adult or Child
	Region of the World




8. Please tell us the address that you would like your materials delivered to: 

	Contact Name 
	Contact Phone Number*
	Organisation (if applicable)

	
	country code 
	city code
	number
	

	Street Address 1

	Street Address 2

	Town / City
	Postal Code


	Country


*Contact phone number is required for courier delivery.

**NO P.O. Boxes please. Courier services cannot deliver to a P.O. Box. 

Send my Friend to School Validation Form – please return by 27th May

E-mail this form to validation@campaignforeducation.org, or fax it to +44 1865 313133 by 27thMay 2005. Alternatively you can fill it in online at www.campaignforeducation.org/actionweek. 

This form is to be returned after the Action Week, in order to make sure that your events count towards the Send my Friend to School action and to receive a certificate of participation. Don’t forget, we will also need a completed copy of the validation form for you to be included in our Send my Friend to School 2005 competition and also for any politicians to receive a “Friend of Education” honorary award. The form can be witnessed and signed by any responsible adult who witnessed the event. Please include any materials, photos or press clippings. Add extra sheets if needed but please label ALL with name of organisation and country.  

If you are a national coordinator, please ensure that you fill in Question 5, so that we can add the total of signed pledges in your country to the global total.

Part A: Information about you     
	School/Organisation:


	Country:

	Postal Address:



	E-mail Address:  




Part B: Information about your activity            
	We took part in the following Send my Friend to School events:

	1. National Pledge Event                   YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Date:

 

	Describe this event / where it took place:



	Did you get a national “Friend of Education” pledge signed?  YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO  FORMCHECKBOX 


	What was this pledge and who signed it? 



	2. Visits by politicians/leaders to local schools or education centres           YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Date:

	Name/title of politician 
	Location
	Pledge signed?      

	1.

2.

3.
	
	YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO  FORMCHECKBOX 

YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO  FORMCHECKBOX 

YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO  FORMCHECKBOX 


	3. Sending Friends to President/Prime Minister   YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	Date:

	Name and title of head of state:




Part C: Counting your total numbers  
	4. Please fill in the total numbers of Friends, Friend of Education pledges signed and participants for each event you participated in: 

	
	Total number of Friends:
	Number of Friend of Education pledges signed by a politician or influential figure:
	Number of participants:



	National Pledge Event
	
	
	

	Politicians Back to School
	
	
	

	Send my Friend to the President
	
	
	

	5. ** Only to be filled out by national coordinators: Please tell us the total number produced in your country for the following categories:

	Total Number of “Friends” made within your country:

	Total Number of “Friend of Education” signed by politicians or other influentials in your country:

	Total Number of participants in “Send my Friend” events in your country:




Part D: Verification  
6. I verify that the information recorded above is a true and accurate summary of events.

	Name of Witness(es):


	Signature(s):


Box 2	The Global Friend of Education Pledge


CHILD CUT-OUT: “We are [I am] sending our friend to you, so that you can send our [my] friend to school. Please sign below to pledge your commitment to take action in 2005 so that all of our friends get a quality education.”


 TEENAGE OR ADULT CUT-OUT: “We are [I am] sending our friend to you, so that our [my] friend can learn to read. Please sign below to pledge your commitment to take action in 2005 so that all of our friends get a quality education.”





Box 3 The Millennium Development Goals





The Millennium Development Goals are a set of eight vital and achievable time-bound commitments agreed by 191 heads of state at the UN Millennium Summit in 2000. At current rates of progress, most of the goals, including universal primary education, will be missed. The first target to fall due is gender parity in education by 2005, but on current trends, this won’t be achieved even by 2015. 





Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger by 2015.





Goal 2: Ensure that all boys and girls complete a full course of primary school by 2015. 





Goal 3:  Eliminate gender disparities in primary education by 2005, and at all levels by 2015.





Goal 4: Reduce child mortality





Goal 5: Improve maternal health





Goal 6: Halt and begin to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS and other major diseases.





Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability. Reduce by half the proportion of people without access to safe drinking water.





Goal 8: Develop a global partnership for development between rich and poor countries.





Goal 8 has a special importance as it addresses the aid and debt relief that poor countries need to implement the other 7 goals. However, rich countries continue to undermine potential global partnerships such as the Education for All Fast Track Initiative by failing to provide the required funding and by deliberately excluding developing countries from participating in key decisions.





Box 1 Learning through Body Maps


The “Send My Friend” cut-outs use a technique called “body mapping”. Body maps are widely used to help adults, young children and adolescents explore their identity, their hopes and their fears.  In body mapping, participants sketch a large, simple outline of a human body and then decorate it with images, words, colours and symbols that communicate important experiences and values. 


For example, in Khayelitsha, South Africa, a body map made by Nomawethu Ngalimowi, an HIV-positive woman, features a vivid red heart broken with grief for her sister, who committed suicide. A baby in her womb holds hopes and fears for the next generation; white blood cells represent her daily struggle for health, while at her feet a snake symbolises HIV. The words “Mount Fletcher” are written on her painting “because I want to tell the people I come from there.” 


The Send my Friend figures could also be used by children and adults to explore how going to school or becoming literate (or being denied these things) has made a difference in their lives and their community. The figures could show the aspirations that learners have for the future, or the everyday needs (health, food, water, dignity, safety) that education can help to fill.
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